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Palivizumab is a monoclonal antibody produced by recombinant DNA 
technology. It is used in the prevention of respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) 
infections. It is recommended for infants that are high-risk because of prematurity or 
other medical problems such as congenital heart disease. 

Palivizumab is a humanized monoclonal antibody (IgG) directed against an epitope in 
the A antigenic site of the F protein of RSV. In two Phase III clinical trials in the 
pediatric population, palivizumab reduced the risk of hospitalization due to RSV 
infection by 55% and 45%. Palivizumab is dosed once a month via intramuscular 
(IM) injection, to be administered throughout the duration of the RSV season.  

Palivizumab targets the fusion protein of RSV, inhibiting its entry into the cell and 
thereby preventing infection 

Usual Pediatric Dose for Respiratory Syncytial Virus 

Pediatric patients 24 months of age or less: 

15 mg/kg IM once a month during RSV season (the first dose should be administered 
prior to commencement of the RSV season and the remaining doses should be 
administered monthly throughout the RSV season) 

Administration advice: 

 -This drug should only be given by IM injection. 

 -The preferred injection site is the anterolateral aspect of the thigh. The gluteus 
muscle should not be used routinely as an injection site to prevent the risk of damage 
to the sciatic nerve. 

 -Injection volumes over 1 mL should be given as divided doses. 

-The single-dose vial of palivizumab therapy does not contain a preservative. The 
drug should be administered immediately after dose withdrawal from the vial. 

 -Vial should not be reentered. 

 -Discard any unused drug 

•Palivizumab may interfere with certain lab tests, including certain RSV diagnostic 
tests. Be sure the patient's doctor and lab personnel know the patient is using 
palivizumab. 

•Palivizumab is not for use in adults or children older than 24 months of age at the 
start of using palivizumab 
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Before using palivizumab 

Some medical conditions may interact with palivizumab especialy if any of the 
following apply to the paitent 

if the patient is taking any prescription or nonprescription medicine, herbal 
preparation, or dietary supplement 

if the patient has allergies to medicines, foods, or other substances 

if the patient has a bleeding or blood clotting problem or low blood platelet levels 

if the patient is having heart surgery (cardiopulmonary bypass) 

if the patient is taking a blood thinner (eg, warfarin) 

Side effects 
Palivizumab use may cause side effects, which include, but are not limited to: 

Sore throat 
Runny nose 
Redness or irritation at injection site 
Vomiting 
Diarrhea 

 

Some more serious side effects include: 
Severe skin rash 
Itching 
Hives (urticaria) 
Difficulty breathing 

 

Patients experiencing any of the serious symptoms are advised to consult a health care 
provider immediately 

Palivizumab Pregnancy and breastfeeding Warnings 
Palivizumab has been assigned to pregnancy category C by the FDA. Animal studies have not 
been reported. It is not indicated for adult use 

There are no data on the excretion of palivizumab in to human milk 

 

 

 



Qestions: 
1.palivizumab is a monoclonal antibody produced by ________________________ 

2.palivizumab is used to _______________________ 

3.usual pediatric dose is _______________________ 

4.vial can be reentered ( T   or   F) 

5.palivizumab can be use it for adults or children older than 24 months.( T  or   F ) 

6.some more serious side effects of palivizumab is _______ , _________ , _______ , _______ 

7.palivizumab has been assigned to pregnancy category C .(   T  or  F  ) 


