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Indications and Usage : 

Treating macular degeneration. It is also used to treat a type of eye problem known as macular 
edema. It is also used to treat certain eye problems caused by diabetes. It may also be used for other 
conditions as determined by your doctor. Ranibizumab is a selective vascular endothelial growth 
factor (VEGF) antagonist. It works by decreasing the growth of certain cells in the eye. It also helps 
to keep blood vessels in the eye from leaking and decreases the formation of new blood vessels in the 
eye. This slows or stops macular degeneration and macular edema. 

Dosage and Administration : 

Ranibizumab is given as an injection into the eye at your doctor's office, hospital, or clinic. If you 
miss a dose of ranibizumab, contact your doctor right away. 

Applies to the following strength(s): 10 mg/mL ; 6 mg/mL for ophthalmic intravitreal injection only. 

General Advice 

• Withdraw 0.2 mL through a 5-micron 19-gauge filter needle attached to a 1 mL tuberculin 
syringe. 

• Replace filter needle with a 30-gauge × 1/ 2 -inch needle for intravitreal injection. 
• Expel contents until the plunger tip is aligned with the 0.05 mL mark on the syringe. 
• Prior to the injection, give adequate anesthesia and broad-spectrum microbicide. 
• Perform the intravitreal injection procedure under aseptic conditions, including use of sterile 

gloves, sterile drape, and a sterile eyelid speculum. 
• Use each vial for the treatment of a single eye. 

Usual Adult Dose for Macular Degeneration : 

Neovascular (Wet) Age-Related Macular Degeneration (AMD) : 
0.5 mg (0.05 mL of 10 mg/mL) administered by intravitreal injection once a month (approximately 
every 28 days). 

Usual Adult Dose for Macular Edema : 

Macular Edema Following Retinal Vein Occlusion (RVO): 
0.5 mg (0.05 mL of 10 mg/mL) administered by intravitreal injection once a month (approximately 
every 28 days). 
 
Diabetic Macular Edema (DME) : 
0.3 mg (0.05 mL of 6 mg/mL) administer by intravitreal injection once a month (approximately every 
28 days). 

Dose Adjustments : 

Although less effective, treatment for neovascular (wet) age-related macular degeneration may be 
reduced to one injection every three months after the first four injections if monthly injections are 
not feasible. Compared to continued monthly dosing, dosing every three months will lead to an 
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approximate five letter (one line) loss of visual acuity benefit, on average, over the following nine 
months. In macular edema following retinal vein occlusion studies, patients received monthly 
injections of ranibizumab ophthalmic for 6 months. In spite of being guided by optical coherence 
tomography and visual acuity retreatment criteria, patients who were then not treated at month 6 
experienced on average, a loss of visual acuity at month 7, whereas patients who were treated at 
month 6 did not. Patients should be treated monthly. 

Possible side effects of ranibizumab : 

All medicines may cause side effects, but many people have no, or minor, side effects. Check with 
your doctor if any of these most COMMON side effects persist or become bothersome:Cough; dry 
eye; eye discomfort; feeling of something in the eye; headache; increased tear production; nausea; 
nose or throat irritation; seeing floaters or spots. 

Seek medical attention right away if any of these SEVERE side effects occur: Severe allergic reactions 
(rash; hives; itching; difficulty breathing; tightness in the chest; swelling of the mouth, face, lips, or 
tongue); chest, jaw, or arm pain; confusion; decreased vision or other vision changes; eye or eyelid 
swelling; eye pain, pressure, redness, bleeding, or discharge; fainting; fever, chills, or persistent sore 
throat; one-sided weakness; sensitivity to light; shortness of breath; slurred speech; sudden, severe 
nausea or vomiting; unusual sweating or weakness. 

Precautions : 

Endophthalmitis and retinal detachments may occur following intravitreal injections. Patients 
should be monitored following the injection, and patients should be instructed to report any 
symptoms of endophthalmitis (red eyes, sensitivity to light, pain, or vision changes).Increases in 
intraocular pressure have been noted both pre- and post-injection (at 60 minutes), patients should be 
monitored prior to and 30 minutes following the intravitreal injection.Safety and effectiveness have 
not been established in pediatric patients (less than 18 years old). 

Referance : www.drugs.com 

Question for (CME) : 

1- Ranibizumab is used to ……….. 

2- Ranibizumab is used in pediatric patients (less than 18 years old). (F or T) 

3- The common side effects of Ranibizumab are severe allergic reactions . (F or T) 

4- The dose of Ranibizumab to Diabetic Macular Edema (DME) ..……… administer by intravitreal 
injection …….…. a month . 

5- Endophthalmitis and retinal detachments may occur following intravitreal injections -. (F or T) 

 

                          Please, sent the ansewers at : it@kimadia.iq 
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